Building Sustainable Child : Storytelling ... Make Children

Voices heard




Context

Children’s world is considered to be creative, new, and captivating. It provides us
opportunities to fill that world with many forward-looking ideas that will prepare them to
grow as responsible individuals in the future and good citizens. To complete the path with
“Cité Ettadhamen” kids, we worked on further promoting their environmental education to

help raise early environmental awareness to children.

Change
Alliance for Development




The awareness we expect to foster a sense of connection between children and the natural
world by their words and draws. We worked about a program of storytelling to help the
primary school’s children to become effective key actors of change. We worked about
promote children’s participation in local environmental initiatives, that strengthen children’s
knowledge and about the environment, nature, and the vulnerable animal species, etc. as core

concept of this awareness-raising education.

In the framework of the program « Leading Change across the Mediterranean : Policy Advice
and Strategy Development : Linking Academia, Civil Society and Politics » implemented by «
Center for Applied Policies Research » and supported by the « Bavarian Government », we
worked in the primary school situated in Ettadhamen City, in Ariana. “Cité Ettadhamen” is a

neighborhood in the capitol Tunis although it is considered as marginalized.

Activities

We tried to respect the Covid-19 measures and the well-being as a key principle in each step.

We used creative and interactive ways to deliver messages about environment with 13 kids:

1. Dream... Draw ... Express

Children were asked to think about green world with clean environment, to take paper and

pencil, draw, and make it as a message to express their voices and opinions.

It is kind of storytelling. It departs from the idea that stories create magic and a sense of
wonder for a young learner. Storytelling is one unique way for children to develop an

understanding, respect and appreciation for nature.

We tried through the storytelling as it’s one of the most important tools for teaching about
the environment and ecology. As a start, we asked this question “If you think about it...What
is science? Science is an attempt to understand the story of the universe, ecology is the

story of our home.”



Actually, we tried to learn the children through a well-told science story which does three
important jobs:

e It brings facts to life;

e It makes abstract concepts concrete;

e And, through the virtual reality of storytelling, it walks listeners through the process

approach to scientific inquiry.




Kids liked the different bits of intriguing information, facts about the environment and

climate change.




They were very happy and excited to share their pictures and they were very proud talking

about it.




2. Share ... Talk ... Write a message

After drawing the pictures, each child tried to elaborate a message to raise awareness

about the issue highlighted in their pictures.
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3. Take a picture as “Eco Hero”

We prepared a frame gathering different pictures from Tunisia hoping to have a clean, green

and beautiful Tunisia as usual.
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