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Context

As Mahatma Gandhi said: “l believe that every person has the potential to be a perfect
embodiment of non-violence. If you generate the quality of non-violence within you it will spread
out to the world from you like a mighty storm”.

So, children of today, leaders of tomorrow: Being a peacemaker:

* You can begin planting the seeds of peace and conflict resolution skills with Peacemaking
Skills for children

»  The peacemaking skills they learn will become an integral part of everything they do in
the classroom.

»  Peacemaking starts with conversation, children play together, they develop ritual and rules
for discussion...

Description of training and workshop

This project was divided into 2 phases:

e Phase 1: Enriching and enhancing the capacity of the Community of practice about: the
ecological challenges, how to communicate and advocate with children, how to work about
the communication and the non-violence speech and the peacebuilding alliances (Training
of Facilitators in Hammamet) from 18 to 20 September 2020

e Phase 2: Conduct training for the children from Ettadhamen City primary school “How to
be an ECO Child How to be a Healthy Child” and a How to be a« Peacemaker Child » in
Ettadhamen City , 04 October 2020



Workshop of September 20™, 2020 in Hammamet

Description of the training :

Our project comes within the framework of the “Childhood Policies” project and with the objective
of involving sensitive students in children education and future generations.

We started a training cycle in Hammamet which began with two workshops on 18 and 19
September, 2020 on Healthy Child and Eco child, and to end on 20 September 2020, with a
workshop on Peacemaker Child.

Workshop program :

9pm-9.30pm Arrival of participants

Presentation of the workshop and the trainer

9.30pm-10.30pm Introducing the Peacemaker Child

* Video projection

* Reflection on concepts: tolerance, respect, responsibility, violence,
common goods, environment ...

10.30pm-10.45pm | Energizer

10.45pm-11.30pm | Preparation of workshops: What activity for children:

* Preparation of the video and questions, songs, a drawing
competition, learning to express yourself without being afraid ...

* Keep in touch with the Messanger group for a preparation meeting
for the workshop on October 4, 2020

Tools and approach used during the training :

e Projection of a video “We can be a peacemakers”,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZUh_DwmLul) ,
e Exchange and discussion about « which education for our children in schools today? »

This theme was chosen following the rising tide of violence among children at school in Tunisia.
We know that the school is the second nucleus of education for the child (after his family), except
that unfortunately today violence in the school environment is taking hold: Violence from students
has reached 54.8% .*

! La Presse, Chokri Gharbi, Etablissements scolaires : La violence s’installe, published on 01/30/2020,
https://lapresse.tn/46353/etablissements-scolaires-la-violence-sinstalle/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZUh_DwmLuI
https://lapresse.tn/46353/etablissements-scolaires-la-violence-sinstalle/

Concept and Principles used during the training:

Non -Violence: the use of peaceful means, not force, when we talk with friends of parents,
of teachers. We can change things when we communicate and when we explain out points
of view.

Respect: people, friends, environment: is to have feeling of deep admiration for someone,
friends, teachers, or something elicited by their abilities, qualities, or achievements.

Good listener: someone who listens carefully, attentively, and sympathetically, typically
imparting support and understanding to the speaker.

Leader: the person who leads or commands a group. In the school a leader should have
qualifications as supportive person, good communication with colleagues, helpful,
careful...

Responsible: Children need to understand the meaning of being responsible: like having an
obligation to do something (homework, keep the table clean after lunch ..., or having control over
or care for someone, (cat dog, bird, flowers, friends ...).

Workshop Impact:

Facilitators discuss the prevalence of different types of offenses; patterns of teen offense
and victimization; topics such as domestic violence, date rape, youth gangs, urban
violence...

Facilitators discuss attitudes of children in school and within their communities and prepare
awareness exercises.

Students also examine how cultural conflicts affect children minds and how can deal with
others.

Facilitators learn about conflict resolution skills by enacting and critiquing mock conflict
situations. They acquire the necessary skills in how to taught cooperation, bias awareness,
communication, and problem solving to become successful community Peacemakers.
They had the capacity to make the children comfortable and feeling safe to talk and to share
thoughts: Searching to understand why a child can be violent: understand more about social
and economic environment for kids: where they live, with whom...

With this workshop, we wanted to understand why all this violence, its origin,

Facilitators needs to be aware about the risk of extending beyond the school environment
to the whole of society.






Workshop on 4" October, 2020 at Cité Ettadhamen

Description of the workshop

As part of the “Childhood policies” project and in the context of teaching children the values of
living together, such as tolerance, respect, listening to others, mutual aid, etc.,

We organized a reflection and exchange workshop between the students, with the facilitator
supports, of the Tayeb Mhiri primary school in the city of Ettadhamen, on 4™ October, 2020.

Presentation of the facilitators

Nihed Weslati Sarra Charradi Samar Ellafi

Licence and Master degree | Futur Engineer in Agro-food | Futur Engineer in Phytiatry at
about hygiene & security at FST | industry at INAT and INAT

Tunis

Necessary health measures

For the smooth running of this workshop, it was essential to take the necessary health security
measures for the safety of the participants. On one bought and distributed bibs and masks, as well
as bottles of antiseptic gels and on infrared thermometers in order to check the temperature of each
participant.

After participating in two successive workshops (Healhy child, Eco child), the Peacemaker child
helper comes to close the series of activities for the day.

In this workshop there was the participation of 18 children (between girls and boys) with the
presence of 9 mothers, who were interested to attend and see the interaction and exchange of their
children at the workshop.

For this workshop, on a theme chosen for "Harassment at school”. We wanted to understand the
reasons why children, among themselves, opt for this aggressive and violent behavior, and to know



the consequences on children in relation to their school, their colleagues and teachers, and
especially in relation to their families, with the aim of preventing this violent behavior which may

in the future overtake the school towards the local community.

The workshop program:

Activities

Descriptions

Whatch and discussion

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=d3l1jle3Xfl

Watching video: Anti Bullying:
It only takes one"

-Presentation of videos intitled,;

“Anti Bullying: It only takes one"

-Asking question to children about what they understand
from the video, their impressions...

-Create synergy and interactivity around it

Human Bingo

Purpose: to learn names; to find qualities that friends share
Skills: investigation, communication, appreciating
diversity, identifying similarities and differences

Silent Line Up

Cup & String Game

Hula Hoop Balance

Purpose: to complete a task collaboratively using non-
verbal communication

Skills: communication, problem solving, cooperation,
leadership

Purpose: to work together to complete a task
Skills:  cooperation, problem solving,
coordination, self-control, communication
Purpose: to work together to complete a task
Skills:  cooperation, coordination, problem solving,
leadership, communication, gross motor movement

negotiation,

Creation on a communication
space

-Each student was asked to write thoughts about how to be
non-violent in the school.

-listing each one about how they think in an effective and
concrete way to reduce violence in the school.

-1t was an opportunity to discuss ideas and be open to share
thoughts with friends.

Interactive workshop with the
Facilitators

-Using Peaceable Discipline:

Taught children that violence creates violence

-Learning about peaceful discipline is educational rather
than punitive

-Understands others and being more responsible and
respectful.

Competition & awards

-Organize competition between 3 groups of children about

best draw represent peace, non-violence, respect,
solidarity...
-Giving awards for children for their efforts of

collaboration and cooperation



https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=d3l1jle3XfI
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=d3l1jle3XfI

Through the workshop, we tried to help the children to understand:

How to become a peacemaker, to form peacemaking skills:

Teach about Responsibility: we explained to children that when they face conflict, they
have three choices: escape, attack, or work it out.

Teach about the Heart: Yet children need to learn that they are responsible for their
actions, no matter what they are feeling inside.

Teach about Consequences: Consequences also mean how our actions affect other people.
Make sure that children understand that their words, behaviors, and attitudes not only affect
themselves, but other people as well.

Teach about Wisdom: Train the children to think of others when making decisions. Teach
them how to make wise and right choices, how to obey authority, how to seek godly advice
from others, and how to show respect to other people.

Teach about Accountability: Teach children to be responsible for their behaviors. Let
them know that whenever we make mistakes, we must apologize without making excuses
or blaming the other person.

Teach about Forgiveness: Forgiveness is not saying an empty, “I’m sorry. Forgiveness is
a choice that your children must make. Children need to understand why “Sorry” say.

Why being a peacemaker:

Being a peacemaker has the potential to change a child’s life, and the lives of those around
them.

The great news is, any child of any age can learn the skills required to be a peacemaker.



Children become

Essential skills more confident
don’t always and self-
come naturally empowered to
make a diffrence
It ispossible to Children can
learn healthy learn to have
way to respond greater freedom
to conflict from conflict
Peacemakers
built stronger
friendships

Learning that at school and having peacemakers reduces violence:

» Peacemaking start with conversation, children plan together, they develop ritual and rules
for discussion

« Children find out ways to solve their conflicts through discussions and creating a guide of
conduct to avoid mess.

« They can discuss with their principals, director of the school that can give them more
responsibilities.

 Children discuss with their colleagues to find out their problems of classroom management.
» ldentify some activities of violence prevention for your school.
Other goals achieved in this workshop:

Discover collective singing talents among the students

Have the courage to speak in public and discuss one's opinion

Learn to choose the right words when you are angry

Learn to become responsible for our actions and our actions towards our friends ...
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Parents reaction: Impact in large dimension

e Seeing their children express themselves and without being afraid of the reaction of their
parents is also an objective of this workshop.

e Sometimes violence in children originates in the child's home, where they live in a violent
environment (violent parents, violent brothers or sisters with them, we talk about physical
and verbal violence here).

Workshop Impact:

e Created safe space for children to express them selves

e Give them more self-confidence to not be afraid to express themselves: when child can be
in harmony in himself, he is calmer and more peaceful regarding others.

e Children become more communicative and listener. And accept different point of view

e They understood more the meaning of responsibility

e They are happy to feel responsible
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